Power and cruelty

Hilary Bailey reviews new fiction
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HISAKD MATSUBARAS
bamursi, %1 = the e¢arly
years of this ¢eatury, lells
of a2 old {amily, eaded by
Hoyata Hayasto sends his
#iwpied 108 1o the US s
rediore the family {ortunes,
under the mivaken impres
sices that his samaral breed-
In2 and good gualifications
will command respect and
mod fortune in the New
Warld., The son obeys reluc-
tamtly, far be i3 in love with
his wife, Hayita's real
daughter, and she in expect
ing their vt child The
revuit s tragedy.

2 detals of the book are
p'cied out sad arraaged wilh
the ecsnomacal simpicity of
the iraditonal Japaaess
pirdra and the roems of the
house it describes. The stery
1t 3% ¢lear 33 water; the farts
of the tragedy emerge uness-
pratcally.

Al first we may Lhink we
arz reading the slory of
lovers parted azd disasters
brought ¢ because an older,
mare dignil +d cullure casaot
comprehend or cope with the
teems of & npreer. Bofe
vulgar seciety. Yet, later, for
the sauthor s sublle, we rep
lise thal the mstem which
gives the aged male bead of
a8 bousehold such power. has
eo checks on 13 abuse of
that pawer.

The umellcomscsus eroel
ties of & trang are used —
1he samura faltser. Havaln,
begins 1o lsok menstrout
Because he does mot recog-
nise his ows villaizy the
«ffort is t» make the reader
sxdder, 2ol mere  aagry.
Samural s 3 calm and |
mavin ayel




